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RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  

This research project is a collaboration between Prof. Haslam and the NGO Publish What You Pay 

Canada, a civil society coalition that promotes the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI).  

Since its launch in 2002, the EITI has expanded to include 51 implementing countries. Canada has 

supported the EITI as a board member and funder since inception, however, has been reticent to sign on 

to the initiative, despite being a resource rich country of importance. Over the past few years the EITI 

standard has been greatly improved, moving from reporting of payments to more comprehensive data 

for the mining, oil and gas sectors as a whole. With these changes, it is time that Canada reconsider the 

benefits and challenges of implementing the EITI. 

Drawing upon the experiences of other implementing countries, existing EITI reports, existing disclosure 

regimes in Canada, and the new EITI standard, this research aims to assess the benefits and challenges 

of implementing the EITI in Canada. This assessment will look at the value Canada would derive from 

EITI implementation, the resources required to support implementation and any potential challenges 

Canada might face. The final research product will include a 10-20 page report detailing this assessment, 

with recommendations for the Federal Government of Canada and civil society organizations. 

Students will also examine the data available through current and projected disclosure regimes, with the 

objective of (1) identifying variables that would be useful for later (not this project) statistical analysis; 

(2) advising on, and constructing the basic framework for a database drawing on EITI data; and (3) 

devising strategies to extract data from these sources in a cost-effective way. 

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 

- Build knowledge of a multi-stakeholder initiative and how it is implemented 

- Use comparative research techniques to draw lessons to Canada 

- Build knowledge of the global natural resource sector 

- Find and organize reporting data in a database (permitting subsequent statistical analysis) 

 

 

 



 

 


