
 

DEPARTMENT: Sociology and Anthropology 

PROFESSOR: Elke Winter 

RESEARCH TITLE: Immigration and Citizenship: Integrating Syrian 

Refugee in Comparative Perspective 

NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 2-3 

LANGUAGE: English or French, preferably passive bilingualism 

(reading skills in other European languages such as 

German or Dutch are an asset, but not mandatory) 

 

RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  

The Syrian civil war has been called the worst humanitarian disaster of our time. Millions of people are 

internally displaced and/or are searching for refuge abroad, particularly in Western Europe, but also 

Canada. The objective of this project is to study the integration process of these refugees in an 

international comparative perspective. On the one hand, the resettlement of 25.000 Syrian refugees in 

Canada is a considerable challenge. On the other hand, it seems “a piece of cake” compared to 

Germany’s recent decision to take in 800.000 to 1 million refugees who literally marched to the 

country’s doorstep. Furthermore, Canada has tremendous experience with refugee settlement that may 

fruitfully inspire research and intervention in Germany. This research project concentrates on the long-

term process of integrating a fairly heterogeneous population with different needs and aspirations. The 

following issues appear to be prevalent: traumatization, religious pluralism, inter- and intra-group 

racism, radicalization, gender relations, access to service provisions, family reunification. 

In the 2016 summer and fall terms, students will be asked to help with the following research tasks:  

a) identifying the facts about the Syrian refugee crisis (identifying causes, flows, and available 

demographic information);  

b) identifying the facts of refugee integration (who went were, which policies were implemented) and 

the challenges of refugee integration in host countries such as Canada, Germany, and Sweden: e.g. what 

lessons can we draw from previous refugee integration experiences? What do stakeholders have to say? 

c) what are the public (e.g. media) representations of both the refugee “crisis” and of refugee 

integration? How does this related to Canada’s multicultural nation building project? Does Canada differ 

from other countries in this respect?  

This list is neither exclusive nor exhaustive, please state your interests; the exact tasks will be 

determined in conversation by the student and the professor.  

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 

Students will learn:  

 how to define research objectives and questions,  

 identify solutions to research problems,  

 acquire methodological knowledge;  

 they will learn how to find and enter information into an endnote literature database (software 

skills, database skills, bibliography skills);  



 they will collect, analyze, evaluate and summarize academic literature (literature review);  

 they will engage intensively with immigration, citizenship and naturalization issues in a specific 

country (country case study),  

 they will collect and analyze detailed information on some (not all!!) of the questions raised above 

(e.g. learning to find and read statistical data, explore media indexes and archives/do a media 

content analysis, put together an inventory of groups and actors involved in the citizenship process),  

 they will learn how to write up research findings and to identify the limitations of their research. 

 

 


