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RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  

This course explores norms around acceptable killing and injury are defined and developed 
in warfare. In particular, it explores the relationship of these norms to the development of 
conventional weapons, technologies of violence that states are authorized to use. 
Specifically, the course will study the introduction of the infantry rifle. Blamed for more 
war-related deaths and injury than any other currently available weapon, rifles are 
considered the “real” weapons of mass destruction. If considered to have such lethal 
effects, why is the rifle a legitimate weapon? In this course, we will address this question 
by exploring nexus between infantry rifles, training regimes, and the calibration of new 
norms about lethality in warfare. Student research into this area will revolve around the 
following questions 1) what was the relationship between training and the introduction of 
rifles, and what kind of training regimes were necessary? 2) How did the introduction of 
the rifle as standard issue weaponry change training regimes for soldiers? 3) Did the 
change in training regimes introduce not just new means of killing in warfare, but new 
morals about how to kill? Overall, where existing work has considered the parameters of 
why and when killing in warfare might be permissible, this course will introduce students 
to processes that how it occurs as a legitimate practice. Considering why it is that death in 
warfare is designed in particular ways, this course allows students will engage in cutting 
edge interdisciplinary research that interrogates how weapons become ethical 
infrastructures of warfare. It will provide students with new ways to think about 
relationships between the technical design of weaponry with emerging norms and laws 
about international warfare. Students interested in learning more about international 
politics, international law and ethics, and science and technology studies are encouraged to 
apply. 
 

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 

1. Conducting a scholarly literature review military training relating to rifles (and weapons more 

generally). What research on the topic exists? What fields of study are involved in exploring 

this topic? What key methodologies do they use and why? What contributions have been 

made? What questions remain to be answered?  



2. Developing a research plan. Based on the questions being addressed in this course (see 

above), students will work with the professor to identify a particular area that requires data 

collection. After identifying these areas, a plan of research will be developed by identifying 

key sources of information. This task will familiarize student to the process of developing a 

research methodology for data collection and analysis.  

3. Data collection. Students will work with the professor to identify relevant archives and will 

generate a series of search times to search for an identify relevant data. Students will develop 

a list of relevant documents. Online databases will also be identified, and explored for data 

collection.  

4. Data analysis. Students will work with the professor to analyze select primary documents. Is 

so doing, student will try to understand how we ‘read’ information. What does ‘data’ tell us? 

What does it not tell us? Answering these questions, students will be familiarized with the 

process of how information is assessed. 

 


